fresh art

The Sock Monkey Volunteers

In September 2001, fresh art put out its first call for volunteers to help sew sock monkeys to help raise funds for its Art Prod-
uct Development and Marketing program for New York City artists with special needs. Through a posting in the New York
Cares (a non-profit volunteer placement organization) newsletter, we received dozens of phone calls and began a sock
monkey sewing group with twelve volunteers. In February 2004 after an article in Time Out New York on the sock monkey
volunteers, the sewing group was again revitalized. Since then fresh art’s listing on various volunteer websites as well as
word of mouth continues to attract interested folks to our activities.

Women (and a few good men) from all walks of life - writers, designers, teachers, social workers, accountants, editorial assis-
tants, computer programmers, come together every other Monday evening at the fresh art offices in SoHo to hand sew sock
monkeys and have conversation. (Hand sewing experience is not necessary and fresh art provides all the needed materials.)
fresh art is very fortunate to have such a committed group of people who believe in the importance of supporting our artists
with special needs through the donation of their time and the sock monkeys they create.

Sock monkey volunteers are also needed t0 teach and assist in sock monkey sewing workshops at drop in centers for homeless
women and at supportive housing facilities for formerly homeless men and women. Since 2003, fresh art’s volunteers have
led eight of these workshops where the volunteers teach people how to make their own sock monkeys. The workshops gener-
ally meet once a week for four-five weeks for one and a half hours either in the evening or on Saturday. The requirement for
participation in this program is for the volunteer to be a part of the regular Monday sewing group for a two month period and
have completed four sewing evenings with the group. To participate in these workshops is a a unique and rewarding experi-
ence.

Volunteers are needed to help with our sock monkey sales at the Atlantic Antic Street Fair in Brooklyn on October 5th, the
Craft Fair at P.S. 321 in early December and fresh art Special Events through out the year. Please email:
suzanne@freshartnyc.org if you are interested in any of these opportunities

Save The Dates

Sock Monkey Sewing Group Schedule Fall 2008 - Winter 2009

September 8, 22 We meet every other Monday at the fresh art/HAI office
October 6, 20 548 Broadway (3rd Floor)

November 3, 17 between Prince & Spring Streets

December 1, 15 R train to Prince Street or 6 train to Spring Street

January 5, 26

For further information, please visit: www.freshartnyc.org



